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Awareness vs. Avoidance

I SEE…

I THINK… 

I WONDER...

https://meet.google.com/linkredirect?authuser=1
&dest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2
Fwatch%3Fv%3DHGJMgCn0fQs 

https://meet.google.com/linkredirect?authuser=1&dest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DHGJMgCn0fQs
https://meet.google.com/linkredirect?authuser=1&dest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DHGJMgCn0fQs
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AWARENESS VS. AVOIDANCE

1.) What constitutes a “controversial issues”?
2.) Do we address “controversial issues”?
3.) How do we address “controversial issues” 

from the news?
4.) What about the grade level content?
5.) How do we support our teachers and 

students with teaching/ learning and 
discussing “controversial issues”?

6.) Who are the “team members” that we 
need to have a successful 
implementation?



What will teaching 
controversial issues look 

like in CCPS?



Setting the Expectation…

Disclaimer

“...we must expose our students to historical 
documents with viewpoints that are different 
from their own viewpoints and even our own 
viewpoints.”

“While discourse and debate are highly 
encouraged, the Department of Social 
Studies also encourages teachers
to allow students to seek their own truth 
instead of teachers imparting their own 
beliefs onto students.”

“America’s history, as well as the world’s 
history, is full of controversial events that are 
difficult to understand
and that evoke a variety of emotions among 
adults and children, especially in today’s 
climate.”



Setting the Expectation…

Disclaimer

“our curriculum would not be complete 
without making connections between the 
past and the present, discussing current 
events, and making it relevant for our 
students now. When doing so, it is our job as 
social studies educators, among other things, 
to 1) provide students the
opportunity to learn about history and current 
events using the content standards, 2) afford 
students the opportunity to learn about 
multiple perspectives, 3) teach students to 
critically think about how historical trends
manifest into current events and systems, 
and 4) to support students in the learning 
process as they determine
the beliefs and ideals they will adhere to for 
their lives.



Successful Implementation = Supported Implementation…



WE CHOOSE AWARENESS!
Successful Implementation = Supported Implementation…



Successful Implementation = Supported Implementation…



TAKING INFORMED ACTION…



TAKING INFORMED ACTION…

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19H8zLY0vcAkGHgcaCYe9aGA2eGeewQcd/view?usp=sharing


Social Media
Dos

Don’ts
Fake News

TAKING INFORMED ACTION…



The measure of our success…



AWARENESS VS. AVOIDANCE

1.) What constitutes a “controversial issues”?
2.) Do we address “controversial issues”?
3.) How do we address “controversial issues” 

from the news?
4.) What about the grade level content?
5.) How do we support our teachers and 

students with teaching/ learning and 
discussing “controversial issues”?

6.) Who are the “team members” that we 
need to have a successful 
implementation?



AWARENESS VS. AVOIDANCE 

1.) Ensure that all stakeholders have the same understanding of what constitutes 
a “controversial issue” and how your organization will navigate these issues 
as they arise.

2.) Support all stakeholders with understanding why bringing awareness may be 
necessary.

3.) Develop resources that meet the needs of your stakeholders.
4.) Allow the students to lead to the work.



What would happen if we 
ALWAYS

choose avoidance over 
awareness?
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