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MS. REGINA WALLACE

K-12 SOCIAL STUDIES COORDINATOR
REGINA.WALLACE@CLAYTONK12.6A.US

MRS. RHONDA LOVE
K-12 SOCIAL STUDIES LEAD TEACHER
' RHONDA.LOVE@CLAYTONK12.6A.US

MS. MONIQUE SWINGER

K-12 SOCIAL STUDIES LEAD TEACHER
MONIQUE.SWINGER@CLAYTON.K12.6A.US
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Awareness vs. Avoidance

| SEE @@ https://meet.google.com/linkredirect?authuser=1
o &dest=https%3A%2F %2Fwww.youtube.com%2

5555555555555555555555555 Fwatch%3Fv%3DHGJMQgCn0fQs

| THINK...

| WONDER...

Hmmm
| wonder
if...?



https://meet.google.com/linkredirect?authuser=1&dest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DHGJMgCn0fQs
https://meet.google.com/linkredirect?authuser=1&dest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DHGJMgCn0fQs
https://meet.google.com/linkredirect?authuser=1&dest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DHGJMgCn0fQs

AWARENESS VS. AVOIDANCE

What constitutes a “controversial issues™?
Do we address “controversial issues”?
How do we address “controversial issues’
from the news?

What about the grade level content?

How do we support our teachers and
students with teaching/ learning and
discussing “controversial issues”?

Who are the “team members” that we
need to have a successful
implementation?
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What will teaching
controversial issues look
like in CCPS?




Setting the Expectation...

“..we must expose our students to historical
documents with viewpoints that are different
from their own viewpoints and even our own
viewpoints.”

“While discourse and debate are highly
encouraged, the Department of Social
Studies also encourages teachers

fo allow students to seek their own truth
instead of teachers imparting their own
beliefs onto students.”

“America’s history, as well as the world’s
history, is full of controversial events that are
difficult to understand

and that evoke a variety of emotions among
adults and children, especially in today’s
climate.”
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Clayton County Public Schools is not responsible for the views expressad in the documents used in the Social
Studies curriculum that are not created by the District, inchuding but not imited to, the documents used in the
Document Based Questions (DBQ) program, the images usad in the Unit Preview Day materials, and the
sources usad to respond to the compelling questions throughout the cumiculum. The Taking Iybrmed dcrion
nsksmnolmgerapmofﬂ;emculmbmcmsnﬂbeusedfocemcumcularxuwne; According to the
historical thinking skills developed by the National Center for History in the Schools, students must understand
nnﬂnplepelspecu\es.whthamsleammgabomhxstmcnlevemsmdpeoplemhavedweﬁenus In
order to teach students how to “think 1ike a historian,™ we must expose our stadents to historical documents
with viewpoints that are different from their own viewpoints and even our own viewpoints. The teacher must
provide a historical context that allows students to think critically about multiple perspectives and help them
understand the historical setting of each document. The Social Studies Georgia Milestones assesses all of the
aforementioned skills, md:emustdoomduedﬂxgen{etopmpuemndemstobemcessﬁﬂbvuposmgmem
to the DBQ process, compelling questions, and high impact strategies for teaching Social Studses.

Civic and civil discourse 1s one of those high impact practices supportad by our district as well as the Georgia
Department of Education. When analyzing documents and answering essential quastions, students and teachers
often engage in conversations about controversial issues. Clayton County Public Schools is not responsible for
the personal opinions held by mdividual teachers. Nevertheless, the Department of Social Studies pmvldes
teachers with susdance on how to engage in those conversations while being itive to all ¢ 1es.
While discourse and debate are highly encouraged. the Department of Social Studies also encourages teachers
to allow students to seek their own truth instead of teachers imparting their own beliefs onto stadents.

America’s history. a:wellasﬂ:ewoﬂds!nsm'y is full of controversial events that are difficult to understand
and that evoke a variety of emotions among adults and children, especially in today’s climate. Those events
will contime to show up in our state standards. Also, our curriculum would not be complete without making
connactions between the past and the present, discussing current events, and making it relevant for our stadents
now. When doing so, it is our job as social studies educators, among other things, to 1) provide students the
opportunity to leam about history and current events using the content standards, 2) afford students the
oppartunity to leamn about pultiple perspectives, 3) teach students to critically think about how historical trends
manifest into curent events and systems, and <) to support students in the lsaming process as they determine
the beliefs and ideals they will adhere to for their ives.

Clayton County Public Schools acknowledge parents’ nights to not have their chiliren engage in learning about
certain topics, and the teachers in collaboration with the principal and parents may provide appropnate
standards-based alternative assignments for those students.

Regina Wallace

Academic Coordinator of K-12 Social
Studies on County Public Schools
Regina Wallaceg@xlavton k12 za.us




Setting the Expectation...

“our curriculum would not be complete
without making connections between the
past and the present, discussing current
events, and making it relevant for our
students now. When doing so, it is our job as
social studies educators, among other things,
fo 1) provide students the

opportunity to learn about history and current
events using the content standards, 2) afford
students the opportunity to learn about
multiple perspectives, 3) teach students to
critically think about how historical trends
manifest into current events and systems,
and 4) to support students in the learning
process as they determine

the beliefs and ideals they will adhere to for
their lives.

| /143 Clayton County Public Schools s e et

L
ety Department of Social Studies SEXINA WALLACS
3 e K-12 Sec

2021-2022 School Year

Clayton County Public Schools is not responsible for the views expressad in the documents used in the Social
Studies curriculum that are not created by the District, including but not imited to, the documents used in the
Document Based Questions (DBQ) program. the images usad in the Unit Preview Day materials, and the
sources usad to respond to the compelling questions throughout the cumiculum. The Tahng Informed Action
tasks are no longer apart of the curriculum but can still be used for extracurricular activities. According to the
historical thinking kills developed by the National Center for History in the Schools, students must understand
pltiple perspectives, which means leaming about historical events and people that have diverse views. In
order to teach students how to “think 1ike a historian,™ we must expose our stadents to historical documents
with viewpoints that are different from their own viewpoints and even our own viewpoints. The teacher must
provide a historical context that allows students to think critically about multiple perspectives and help them
understand the historical setting of each document. The Social Studies Georgia Milestones assesses all of the
aforementioned skills, and we must do our due diligence to prepare students to be successful by exposing them
to the DBQ process. compelling questions, and high impact strategies for teaching Social Studies.

Civic and civil discourse 1s one of those high impact practices supportad by our district as well as the Georgia
Department of Education. When analyzing documents and answering essential quastions, students and teachers
often engage in conversations about controversial issues. Clayton County Public Schoaols is not responsible for
the personal opinions held by mdividual teachers. Nevertheless, the Department of Social Studies provides
teachers with susdance on how to engage in those conversations while being sensitive to all commaunities.
While discourse and debate are highly encouraged. the Department of Social Studies also encourages teachers
to allow students to seek their own truth instead of teachers imparting their own beliefs onto stadents.

America’s history, as well as the world's history, is full of controversial events that are difficult to understand
and that evoke a variety of emotions among adults and children, especially in today’s climate. Those events
will contimue to show up m our state standards. Also, our curriculum would not be complete without making
connactions between the past and the present, discussing current events, and making it relevant for our stadents
now. When doing so, it is our job as social studies educators, among other things, to 1) provide students the
opportunity to leam about history and current events using the content standards, 2) afford students the
oppartunity to leamn about pultiple perspectives, 3) teach students to critically think about how historical trends
manifest into curent events and systems, and <) to support students in the lsaming process as they determine
the beliefs and ideals they will adhere to for their ives.

Clayton County Public Schools acknowledge parents’ nights to not have their chiliren engage in learning about
certain topics, and the teachers in collaboration with the principal and parents may provide appropnate
standards-based alternative assignments for those students.

Regina Wallace

Academic Coordinator of K-12 Social
Studies on County Public Schools
Regina Wallaceg@xlavton k12 za.us




Successful Implementation = Supported Implementation...

DISCUSSING CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES

The purpose of the Discussing Controversial Issues Teacher, Student, and Research Guides is to promote critical thinking among students around
topics that stimulate public disagreement. It is essential that students’ thinking is supported by a variety sources and media that provide diverse
perspectives, establish a historical context, and facilitate the develop of more student-driven inquiry for corroboration. Teacher to student,

student to teacher, and student to student dvil and civic discourse are also essential to the process essential to the process. Remember, the goal is
to allow students to seek their OWN truth and form their OWN reasonable opinion.

* Analyze the issue through | * Examine first hand * Evaluate sources for bias * Consider the historical
the lens of a variety of accounts and media that or misleading nature that context of the issue.
viewpoints. provide facts, opinions, may be used merely to What historical people,

and reactions related to promote or publicize a places, and/or events are
the issue. particular political cause related and aligned to the
or point of view. issue being discussed?

Primary
| Sources

! Propaganda

Perspective




sial Issues

Discussina Contr

|s the United States democracy

Successful Implementation = SucBgorted Implementation...
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Successful Implementation = Supported Implementation...

Name: Date: Course:
Parti: i i issue, national issus,
or 2 What In explain how: For example, if
jia, i “Local/State”. Next, i
National” and X ' jicat the
Discuszing Controversial Issues provided resources
Teacher's Guide
Note: The discuzsion of controversial izsues should promote critical thinking among stucents. Their
thinking must be supported by sources that provice a variety of perspectives, a hiztorical context, and
facilitate the development of more stucent-driven inguiry. Thus, this activity should be completed using
the provided resources. {See rezource page)
Partl. The purpose of part | is for students to have an opportunity to express their initial thoughts on
the issue.
1. Students will use the proviced resources to Getermine if the event iz a local/ztate issue, a
nationalizsue, o an internationsi i Once they have made that cetermination, they will National
explsin their opinion on the event uzing the corresponding dox. For example, if the event took
place in Georgia, | would uzse the box labeled “Local/ State” to explain my opinion of the event.
2. Next, students will uze the remaining Doxes to discuss possile impiications in other sectors. For Democraes canew push for Gacrge Floyd Justos in Pokicing Act B
example, if the event was icentified as 3 “National” issue, | would expain how the event impacts
us locally using the box ladelec “Locay/ State”, and | would expiain how the event could have
internations! impicstions using the Dox lsdelec “International”. The purpoze iz for stucents to International )
reaize how interconnected and intercependent we are as a zodety. 2
Partil. This section asks students to identify if the event in question is a sccial, p
i or icissue. This identification process will support students in creating
possible solutions for the identified issue.
1. There are 4 boxes, one for each type of issue (social, political, environmental, & economic}. In
the top box stucents should visuslly descride the cefinition of each type of issue. This will
Part k. idenity perspec asue, issue.

SuppOrt their understanding of the pertinent vocadulary and help foster proper interpretation of
the event. Example:

the impact of| sponse using the

Perspective #1

5

Perspective #2

§

Perspective #3
2

°-

Next, students should identify if the event being dizcussed iz @ s0Ga), political, environmental, or
economic iszue. The event may fail into more than one category. Students shouid use the boxes
below each image to expisin why the event falls into the icentified category.

5. An sppropriate zentence frame to zupport student writing would be_.

“1believe that the events that took place in
iz a{n) event becsuse L




TAKING INFORMED ACTION...

JOIN US FOR A CONVERSATION ON
SOCIAL JUSTICE!

VIRTUALTOWN HALL

g Y VI STURGESS ) Avoid
= 4 Bad

» FRIDAY,DECEMBER 4, 2020 Troube

AT 1:00pm-2:00pm

Mr. Benjamin Straker ~ Mr. Charles Brooks DJ Sturgess Ralph Simpson, Ed. D
CCPS School Board, D9 Clayton Solicitor General V-103 Deputy Superintendent

For all inguiries, contact Dr. Carter at chantara.rumph-carter@clayton.k12.ga.us.



TAKING INFORMED ACTION...



https://drive.google.com/file/d/19H8zLY0vcAkGHgcaCYe9aGA2eGeewQcd/view?usp=sharing

TAKING INFORMED ACTION...

Social Media
Dos
Don’ts
Fake News

e ccps_socialstudies

Chistopher Columbus Day or
Indi ous People’s Day?

K o b

You Decitf
QY

4 likes

ceps_soclalstudies What does the 2nd Monday in October
mean for you?? Review the images, do some research and

let's chat .!! Indigenous People Day or Columbus Day 72?
You decide??

cameshivy This is no longer open for discussion
#Columbus.3Canceled




The measure of our success...

H O u Se B i I I 88 8 Part A: Should HB888 (and other similar legislations)
be passed in Georgia?

Part B: Should The Black Lives Matter Movement

address education and legisiations such as HB888

as their 8th Demand? If not, what should be added
as their 8th Demand?

DUE DATE: TBD

Create  Public Service Announcements
responding o Part A and Part B of the Compelling
Question for a chance 10 be featured in the CCPS
Districtwide Public Service Announcement and' of

be sent on behalf of the CCPS community to the
BLM organization for a response!

Click below for PSA Criteria

"A0A SRR Pan B Soney

Submit Your PSAs Here!

B Went o Aot B Vour of Paguns & Lfstime of Praniis



AWARENESS VS. AVOIDANCE

What constitutes a “controversial issues™?
Do we address “controversial issues”?
How do we address “controversial issues’
from the news?

What about the grade level content?

How do we support our teachers and
students with teaching/ learning and
discussing “controversial issues”?

Who are the “team members” that we
need to have a successful
implementation?

\
\\ '




1.)

2)

3)
4.)

AWARENESS VS. AVOIDANCE

Ensure that all stakeholders have the same understanding of what constitutes
a “controversial issue” and how your organization will navigate these issues

as they arise.

Support all stakeholders with understanding why bringing awareness may be
necessary.

Develop resources that meet the needs of your stakeholders.

Allow the students to lead to the work.

» GUIDANCE

ASSISTANCE =t
SUPPORT -




What would happen if we
ALWAYS
choose avoidance over
awareness?



Awareness v. Avoidance

Ms. Regina Wallace
K-12 Social Studies Coordinator
Clayton County Public Schools
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