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    ABCD and E’s of Certification 
 



The Pre-Service 

Certificate 



• Required for anyone participating in student teaching in 
Georgia after 07/01/2015 
 

• Assures the safety of school children 
 

• Standardize criminal background check process across 
the state for Pre-Service teachers; eliminating those not 
eligible/suited for profession 
 

• Assist Pre-Service educators in understanding the 
Georgia Educator Code of Ethics as well has hold them 
accountable under the code 



• Professionally certified teachers 
 

• Permit holders 
 

• If the candidate holds a current Non-Renewable Non-
Professional certificate (NNT), Induction certificate, or a 
Waiver, the Pre -Service certificate is not required. 

 
• Candidates enrolled in GaTAPP. These individuals are issued an 

IN4 
 

• Candidates enrolled in Service or Leadership field programs 



• Candidates holding a Certificate of Eligibility will need the 
Pre-Service certificate, even though they may have already 
completed a certification program, as the COE is not a 
certificate 

 
Example: Candidate completed a program in Special 
Education and has a COE for an IN1. Candidate just 
enrolled in a state-approved Master’s degree program for 
Early Childhood Education. 
 

• Paraprofessional certificate holders 



The Pre-Service certificate is not a professional 
educator certificate. It only allows the holder to 
participate in supervised field experience, clinical 
practice, student teaching, or residency work in 
Georgia schools. 
 
A student can be issued an IN4 or Waiver at the 
request of the Local Unit of Administration after Pre-
Service is issued.  The Pre-Service certificate will be 
made obsolete. 



 

Valid for 5 years 

 

Invalidated upon:  

 Program Completion  

  Withdrawal, transfer, or removal from 
 program.  Will be invalidated after 10 days 
 from when candidate is  withdrawn.   

 

 

 

 



EPP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Candidate 

Admits teacher candidate 

and enters each applicant 

into the Traditional 

Program Management 

System (TPMS) 

Admission 

• Satisfy 

Program 

Admission 

Assessment 

• 2.5 GPA or 

higher 

Claim 

enrollment 

in MyPSC 

after 

notification 

from EPP 

Pre-Service Requirements 

• Signed Pre-Service application 

• Completion of Ethics assessment 

– Program Entry (350) if admitted 

after 7/1/14 

• Verification of Lawful Presence 

• Program Admission Assessment 

EPP submits complete 

Application package to 

the GaPSC via 

ExpressLane 

GaPSC 



• EPP admits candidate if he/she meets PAA and GPA 
minimum of 2.5. 

 

• EPP input candidates’ information in TPMS 

 

• Candidate claims program in MyPSC  

 

• Candidate takes Ethics Entry test if enrollment if 
after 7/1/14 and completes app, VLP 

 

• EPP submits Pre-Service package through 
ExpressLane 

 



The Candidate 



 

Data No Match error message  

 

 Email mail@gapsc.com with first name, last name, date of 
birth,and cert.ID.  

 

Don’t know cert. ID? https://mypsc.gapsc.org/CertIDLookup.aspx  

 

 If system cannot provide cert. ID, candidate should CALL 
PSC at 404-232-2500 

 





If the system does not recognize 
candidate, email mail@gapsc.com 
with: 

 

*First, last name 

*Date of birth 

*Student ID number 

*Certification ID number 

*Program provider name  

 

  





The Provider 



*TPMS Home Page 
Please contact 

tpms@gapsc.com if any 

issues arise. 





Only available in .org   

 

April 2015 version or 

later includes GCIC 

Consent  

• Must be signed 

within 90 days 

 



A candidate’s certification history can be viewed under 

Quick Lookup on www.gapsc.org or when submitting an 

ExpressLane transaction. 



*Pre-Service Application 

 

*Verification of Lawful Presence with appropriate 
documents 

 

*PAA or exemption scores (if applicable) 

 

*Electronic results of Ethics Entry test if enrolled 
after 7/1/2014 

 

 





*is in TPMS 

*has claimed their enrollment 

*has taken the Ethics entry assessment 

*Admissions GPA listed (Min. 2.5)  

*is not currently certified, and never 

had full certification in the past. 

 



 

 

 
CHECK CASE 

DESCRIPTION!  



 

 

 

If case shows holding and no information on quick lookup, please contact cert at certhelp@gapsc.com.  



Field Experience Apply By: 
Fall Semester Prior to 3/15/XX 

Spring Semester Prior to 9/15/XX 

Summer Semester Prior to 1/15/XX 



GCIC/Ethics 



*Once Pre-Service documents are verified, a Georgia Crime 

Information Center (GCIC) criminal record check is conducted 

* If candidate responded “No” to all Personal Affirmation 

questions on application and the criminal record check does 

not contradict those answers, the Pre-Service Certificate is 

issued through the candidates MyPSC account 

* If candidates responded “Yes” to any Personal Affirmation 

questions, OR the answers are not consistent with the report 

generated by GaPSC, an ethics investigation is conducted. The 

Commission reviews the results and issues one of the following 

decisions: 

* Candidate is cleared and Pre-Service Certificate is issued 

* Candidate is given a warning and Pre-Service Certificate is issued 

* Candidate is given a reprimand and the Pre-Service Certificate is issued 

* Candidate is denied the Pre-Service Certificate 

 

 

 



*Public Drunkenness 

*Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol  

*Carrying a Concealed Weapon  

*Unlawful Sale of Liquor  

*Simple Battery and Simple Assault  

*Misdemeanor Criminal Trespass  

*Child Abandonment  

*Misdemeanor offense of escape 

*Obstruction of a Law Enforcement Officer( Misd.)  

 



*Fraud  

*Larceny or Misd. Theft by Taking  

*Larceny after trust  

*Murder  

*Soliciting for Prostitutes  

*Voluntary Manslaughter 

*Sale of Narcotics or other illegal drugs  

*Pattern of failure to file fed. Tax returns 

*Bad Check  

*Making false report of a crime  

 



If a Pre-Service Certificate holder 

violates the Code of Ethics, must the 

violation be reported to GaPSC? 

YES. Pre-Service Certificate 
holders are certified individuals, 
and they are expected to uphold 
the Code of Ethics. Both program 
providers and school districts are 
equally responsible for reporting 
suspected violations of the Code 
of Ethics to GaPSC. All educators 
are mandated reporters and are 
required to report alleged 
misconduct. For the educator, 
failure to report could result in a 
sanction of the educator’s 
certificate. 



 

Information collected by criminal justice agencies on 

individuals consisting of identifiable descriptions and 

notations of arrests, detentions, indictments, or other 

formal criminal charges, and any dispositions arising 

therefrom, including acquittal, sentencing, correctional 

supervision, or release. 

*Can be in any format  

* Includes  confirming existence/nonexistence of CHRI 

 

PLEASE DO NOT SUBMIT ANY DOCUMENTS CONTAINING CHRI 
THROUGH EXPRESSLANE 



edTPA 

Connections 

When candidate does not pass EdTPA, they are enroll in EdTPA 

Connections to extend duration of the Pre-Service certificate.  







The Induction 

Certificate 



Induction Pathway 1 

(IN1)  

For completers of  
GA teacher preparation programs 



Qualifications include: 

 

• Completion of a GaPSC-approved educator preparation program. 

Documentation of approved program completion should be 

submitted electronically to the GaPSC by the educator preparation 

provider 

 

• Passing score on the GACE Program Admission Assessment, or 

exemption  

 

• Induction level or higher passing score on the appropriate 

GACE content assessment 

 

• Passing score on the Georgia Educator Ethics Assessment - Program 

Exit (Test Code 360) 

 

• Passing score on edTPA, the GaPSC-approved content pedagogy 

assessment 

 

• Completion of a course in identifying and educating exceptional 

children  



Induction Pathway 2 

(IN2)  

For completers of out-of-state teacher preparation 
programs who completed student teaching in Georgia 



Qualifications include: 

 

• Completion of a GaPSC-approved educator 

preparation program.  

 

• Induction level or higher passing score on the 

appropriate GACE content assessment.  

 

• Passing score on the Georgia Educator Ethics 

Assessment - Program Exit (Test Code 360).  

 

• Passing score on edTPA, the GaPSC-approved content 

pedagogy assessment.  

 

• Completion of a course in identifying and educating 

exceptional children.  



Assessments  
(For the IN1 and IN2) 

Ethics Exit EdTPA (if student 

taught after 9/1/15) 

Program 

Admission 

(IN1 only) 

Content  



Induction Pathway 3  

(IN3) 

OOS Program Completers  

 
 

For completers of out-of-state programs who do not 
hold professional certificates  



Induction Pathway 3 

(IN3) 

OOS Certified  Educators  
 

 
For out-of-state certified educators who have less 

than three years of experience  
 



 

Qualifications include: 

 

• Completion of a state-approved educator preparation program OR 

possession of a professional out-of-state educator certificate (valid 

or expired) 

 

• Induction level or higher passing score on the appropriate 

GACE content assessment, or exemption. If exempting the GACE 

assessment with an out-of-state certification exam, please submit a 

copy of official score report with application package 

 

• Completion of a course in identifying and educating exceptional 

children is not required for initial issuance of an Induction Pathway 

3 certificate, but it is required for conversion to a Professional 

certificate or reissuance of the Induction certificate 

 

• A passing score on the Georgia Educator Ethics Assessment - Program 

Exit (Test Code 360) will be required for conversion to a Professional 

certificate or reissuance of the Induction certificate 

 



Assessments  
(For the IN3) 

 

Ethics Exit 

Content  
      (Required for program completers and for certified educators who were not 

required to take content assessments)   

 
Before converting to the Standard Professional Certificate, the 

educator will be required to satisfy 
  



Induction Pathway 4  
(IN4) 

  

 
Employed educators who need to complete   

educator preparation programs  



 

Qualifications include: 

 

• A bachelor's degree or higher. If highest degree is a bachelor's 

degree and it was earned less than 10 years prior to the date of 

application, must have a minimum overall GPA of 2.5. If not, may 

still qualify by submitting proof of acceptance into a GaPSC-

accepted educator preparation program 

 

• Passing score on the GACE Program Admission Assessment, or 

exemption 

 

• Induction level or higher passing score on the appropriate GACE 

content assessment  

 

• Complete Georgia Educator Ethics Assessment - Program Entry (Test 

Code 350) 
 

 



                   

Required 
Graduates of Georgia Teacher Preparation- Program Admission testing (or 
exemption) is required as a part of Georgia-approved preparation program 
entrance requirements. 
For Some Non-Renewable Certificate Holders-In order to receive an Induction-
Pathway 4 certificate you must pass (or exempt) the GACE Program Admission 
Assessment, as well as satisfy all other eligibility requirements for this certificate 
type. 
 
Not Required 
For Prior Certificate Holders- If you hold a current or expired Georgia Clear 
Renewable (professional) certification, you are not required to take a Program 
Admission assessment in Georgia. 
For Holders of Certificates from Other States- If you hold a current or expired 
professional certificate from another state or are being recommended for 
certification from a preparation program approved in another state, you are not 
required to take a Program Admission assessment in Georgia. 

For a list of acceptable exemptions to the Program Admission Assessment, please 
visit: https://www.gapsc.com/EducatorPreparation/Assessment/BasicSkillsInfo.aspx  



Assessments  
(For the IN4) 

Ethics Exit EdTPA (if student 

taught after 9/1/15) 

Program 

Admission  
Ethics 

Entry 
Content 

For Certification: 



 Waiver 

Certificate 
  

Option for employed educators needing 
to satisfy Assessments  

(Content, Ethics, and/or EdTPA  
(These candidates will not be eligible for an IN4 if all 

other program requirements have been met.) 
 

Teacher Candidates need to attempt assessments for program completion 
but must to pass for certification. 



Documents 



*TPMS : 

* tpms@gapsc.com  

 

*ETHICS : 

* ethics@gapsc.com 

* 404-232-2700 

*CERTIFICATION 

* PROVIDER  

* certhelp@gapsc.com 

* 404-334-6462  

* 800-390-6698 (outside of metro. Atlanta)  

 

* CANDIDATE: 

* 404-232-2500 

* mail@gapsc.com   

Mélina:  

Melina.Ljuljanovic@gapsc.com 

Shenáe:  

Shenae.Holmes@gapsc.com  



www.gapsc.com/Commission/Media/DocsPresentations.aspx



Share your conference experience! 

 

#GaPSCDriveIn18 
 

@Ga_PSC 



#GaPSCDriveIn18 

@Ga_PSC 


