MINUTES

PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS COMMISSION
200 Piedmont Avenue, SE

Atlanta, Georgia
March 12, 2020

The Georgia Professional Standards Commission (PSC) met on Thursday, March 12, 2020.

Members Present

Dr. Steve Barker Scott Hollowell Teri Schneider
Danielle Bruce Dr. Karla Hull Brian Sirmans
Jeanine Bunn Catherine Jones Beth Townsend
Daniel Dooley Diane McClearen Dr. Jennifer Wade
Derek Easterling Dr. Franklin Perry Katrina Young
Barbara Ellingson

Members Absent
Dr. Jacqueline McDowell
Dr. Isiah Hill, Jr

l. WORK SESSION

e Executive Secretary Report — Matt Arthur spoke briefly crossover day and the
legislative session. He announced that we were in the midst of reviewing the tests that
we require teachers to take for certification. He thanked Governor Kemp for the
outstanding job that he has done in handling the Coronavirus.

e Rules Initiation and Adoption — Anne Marie Fenton presented the rules for adoption
and initiation. On January 9, 2020, the Commission initiated certification rules and
educator preparation rules, which were brought to them today for their consideration to
adopt. If adopted, the Educator Preparation rules will become effective April 15, 2019;
the Certification Rules will become effective July 1, 2020. Four public
comments were received on the Educator Preparation rules, which were given to
Commissioners. Penney McRoy discussed the public comment for the Educator
Preparation Rules. 19 certification rules and 6 educator preparation rules were
presented for consideration in initiating, which were each previewed in February,
except for those rules that reflected the recent change to the ethics assessment
requirement, which state that test takers will only need to take the assessment once, at
program entry. Permanent Revocations — Tanis Miller, Legal Counsel, gave a
PowerPoint presentation titled Disciplinary Actions. This presentation addressed
Permanent Revocations, Automatic Revocations, and Ineligibility.

e Disciplinary Actions —Tanis Miller, GaPSC Legal Counsel, gave a PowerPoint
presentation on Disciplinary Actions that included Permanent Sanctions, Automatic



Revocation and Ineligibility.

e Commission Chair Report — Chair Sirmans spoke briefly about the Executive Secretary
Evaluation and gave the timeline for the tasks that will be needed to finalize the review
process. He also gave all Commissioners a copy of the finalized evaluation document. He
also mentioned how excited everyone was for the retreat and Governor Kemp and State
Superintendent Richard Woods visit.

1. CALL TO ORDER

Chair Sirmans called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the
U.S. flag and a moment of silence.

I11.  ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Chair Sirmans called for approval of the agenda after adding the Wrap Back Program as the first
item of business.

MOTION: (Diane McClearen / Steve Barker) To approve the agenda with the addition of the
Wrap Back Program.
PSC ACTION: Approved

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Chair Sirmans called for approval of the minutes from the February 13, 2020, Commission
meeting.

PSC ACTION: Approved

V. VISITORS

Chair Sirmans welcomed the visitors.

e Leonard Williams, Professional Association of Georgia Don Splinter, Georgia Association of

Educators (PAGE) Educational Leaders (GAEL)
e Nikki Diamantis, The Southern Group e Tayia Donald, Georgia Association of
e Paige Tompkins, UGA and Georgia Association of Educators (GAE)

Colleges for Teacher Education e Leonard Williams, Georgia
e Deja Velasquez, Office of Planning & Budget Association of Educators (GAE)

¢ Neil Gerstenberger, GA Crime
Information Center
VI. WRAP BACK PROGRAM

Neil Gerstenberger, the Chief of Staff for the Georgia Crime Information Center (GCIC) at the
Georgia Bureau of Investigation provided a presentation about the Rap Back Service. Rap Back
is a program initiated by the FBI to provide non-criminal justice agencies with notifications



when employees (educators) are arrested or have significant judicial events, such as a conviction
in a criminal case. The service is provided at no cost to the agency. To be eligible for the service,
the PSC would need statutory authority to retain the fingerprints of those they wish to enroll in
the service. The Rap Back service is expected to commence during the summer of 2020.

VIl. COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. Ethics and Professional Conduct --Recommendations and Actions on Cases

Chair Beth Townsend of the Educator Ethics Review Committee (EERC), gave a preliminary
review of the Cases.

1. Chair Townsend reported that the Committee reviewed 56 Probable Cause cases during
February 13, 2020, meeting and brought the following recommendations on behalf of the
committee:

STANDARDS

CASE “VIOLATED RECOMMENDATION
19-10-550 1, 5a7 Reprimand
19-10-590 1,4 Reprimand
19-10-692 1, 5a7 Reprimand
20-1-926 1 Reprimand
20-1-972 1 Reprimand
20-1-1078 1, 5a7 Reprimand

18-7-11 4,7,9 Suspend 90 days
18-10-564 5a7, 9 Revoke
18-10-583 5a7,8,9 Revoke
18-11-698 1, 5a7 Revoke
18-11-728 9, a7 Suspend 90 days
19-1-850 1,4,5a7,8,9 Revoke
19-2-1005 1,4,8,9,5a7 Revoke
19-3-1119 1,4,9 NPC
19-3-1232 2,9,5a7 Suspend 1 year
19-4-1417 8, 5a2, 5ab, 5a7 Suspend 1 year
19-4-1466 2,9 Reprimand
19-5-1626 4,5,9,5a7 Suspend 1 year

19-7-35 4,9,10,5a7 Suspend 1 year
19-8-257 5a7, 9, 2 Suspend 20 days
19-8-301 1,2,9,5a7 Revoke
19-9-395 1,4,8,9 NPC
19-9-433 2,9 Suspend 1 year
19-9-491 4,5a7,8,9 Suspend 20 days
19-10-507 2,4,9 Suspend 10 days
19-10-510 1,2,9,5a7 Revoke
19-10-574 2,9, 5a7 Reprimand
19-10-639 3,9, 5a7 Suspend 1 year
19-10-640 2,9 NPC




STANDARDS

CASE —m RECOMMENDATION
19-10-656 2,49 Suspend 1 year
19-10-693 1,4,5a7,8,9 Suspend 20 days
19-11-702 4,5,9 Suspend 90 days
19-11-703 9 Reprimand
19-11-754 509 Suspend 90 days
19-11-757 8,9,5a7 Revoke
19-11-774 2,9,5a7 Suspend 1 year
19-11-782 1,4,8,9 Suspend 20 days
19-11-812 1,2,8,9,5a7 Suspend 1 year
19-12-823 2,9, 5a7 Suspend 10 days
19-12-824 1, 2,9, 5a7 Suspend 1 year
19-12-825 2,9 Suspend 10 days
19-12-847 2,9,5a7 NPC
19-12-848 2,9, 5a7 Suspend 90 days
19-12-854 4,5a2,5a7,8,9 Suspend 20 days
19-12-863 4,9 Suspend 90 days
19-12-871 4,9 Suspend 90 days
19-12-881 9,10 Suspend 20 days
19-12-882 8,9 Suspend 90 days
19-12-884 9,5a7 Suspend 1 year
19-12-885 3,4,9, 5a7 Suspend 1 year
19-12-887 1,2,9,5a7 Suspend 1 year
19-12-895 2,9, 5a7 Suspend 1 year
20-1-910 2,9, 5a7 Suspend 20 days
20-1-914 2,9, 5a7 Suspend 20 days
20-1-984 1,4,5a7,8,9 Suspend 20 days
20-1-1014 1,3,9, 5a7 Revoke

2. Chair Townsend reported that the Educator Ethics Review Committee reviewed 3 Petitions
Issues and brought the following recommendations on behalf of the Committee:

CASE PREVIOUS SANCTION EERC RECOMMEND
19-9-356 Revocation Deny
19-9-402 Revocation Deny

19-11-776 Revocation Deny

3. Chair Townsend reported that the Educator Ethics Review Committee reviewed 11 Settlement
Agreements and brought the following recommendations on behalf of the Committee:

CASE SANCTION EERC RECOMMENDATION
18-6-1739 Reprimand Accept

18-7-66 Suspend 1 year Accept
18-10-488 Suspend 20 days Accept




CASE SANCTION EERC RECOMMENDATION
18-10-519 Reprimand Accept
19-9-370 Reprimand Accept
19-9-428 Suspend 1 year Accept
19-11-719 Suspend 90 days Accept
19-11-735 Suspend 20 days Accept
19-11-746 Suspend 1 year Accept
19-11-788 Suspend 1 year Accept
19-11-803 Reprimand Accept

4. Chair Townsend reported that the Educator Ethics Review Committee reviewed 19 Negotiated
Settlement Agreements and brought the following recommendations on behalf of the
Committee:

CASE NEGOTIATED SANCTION EERC RECOMMENDATION
17-5-1395 Suspend 20 days Accept
17-9-372 Revoke Accept
18-3-1252 Suspend 5 days Accept
18-4-1331 Suspend 1 year 90 days Accept
18-5-1537 Warning Accept
18-5-1546 Suspend 10 days Accept
18-6-1718 Revoke Accept
19-1-812 Suspend 3 years Accept
19-2-968 Suspend 5 days Accept
19-2-1025 Suspend 131 days Accept
19-3-1130 NPC Accept
19-4-1454 Reprimand Accept
19-4-1497 Suspend 20 days Accept
19-6-1846 Suspend 1 year Accept
19-6-1868 Suspend 5 days Accept
19-7-23 Suspend 3 days Reject
19-7-29 Suspend 5 days Accept
19-7-46 Suspend 30 days Accept
19-8-291 Suspend 75 days Accept

5. OTHER BUSINESS
The Educator Ethics Review Committee recommended approval of the Other Business Report
as follows:

CASE ORIGINAL NEGOTIATED EERC

— SANCTION SANCTION RECOMMEND
18-11-672 Failure to respond Hold New App
18-11-685 Failure to respond Hold New App
19-3-1163 Unable to obtain service Hold New App




CASE ORIGINAL NEGOTIATED EERC
I SANCTION SANCTION RECOMMEND
19-7-139 Failed to provide documents Hold New App
19-7-148 Failure to respond Hold New App
19-10-651 Failure to respond Hold New App
1-10-664 Failure to respond Hold New App
19-10-666 Failure to respond Hold New App
19-10-671 Failure to respond Hold New App
19-10-679 Failed to provide documents Hold New App
19-11-780 Failure to respond Hold New App
20-1-995 Expand current investigation Expand
20-1-1003 Operator error Admin Close
20-2-1177 Educator is deceased. Admin Close
NCO 17-5-1363 30 days | 20 days Accept

6. The Educator Ethics Review Committee recommended approval of the Preliminary

Investigative Determination Report consisting of 109 written complaints received during the
months of February and March 2020.

7. VOLUNTARY SURRENDER/VOLUNTARY DENIAL

The Educator Ethics Review Committee recommended approval of the Voluntary
Surrender/Voluntary Denial listed below in which an Educator/Applicant voluntarily accepted a
sanction of Revocation or Denial prior to the submission of an investigative case summary for a
Probable Cause Determination.

STANDARDS
CASE “VIOLATED SANCTION | EERC RECOMMENDATION
19-12-842 59 VS Accept
19-12-868 1,2,9 VS Accept
20-1-942 2,9 VS Accept

8. EXTENSIONS — PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATIVE DETERMINATIONS

The Educator Ethics Review Committee recommended approval of the 89 Extensions -

Preliminary Investigative Determinations consisting of the following:

% | 02126 | 2021287 | 2021209 | 2034321 | 203433 | 2031348 20-3-1360
200 | 021237 | 2021288 | 2021300 | 2031322 | 2034334 | 2031349 20-3-1361
2% | 02128 | 2021289 | 2034301 | 2031328 | 203435 | 2031350 20-3-1362
7 | 202129 | 2021200 | 2031302 | 2031324 | 203439 | 2031351 20-3-1363
207 | 0241240 | 2024291 | 2034303 | 2031325 | 2031340 | 20-3-1352 20-3-1364
%2229 2021241 | 2021292 | 2031304 | 20-3-1326 | 20-3-1341 | 20-3-1353




%g.?’zd 20-2-1263 | 20-2-1293 | 20-3-1305 | 20-3-1327 | 20-3-1342 | 20-3-1354
fg; 20-2-1264 | 20-2-1294 | 20-3-1306 | 20-3-1328 | 20-3-1343 | 20-3-1355
%2-322- 20-2-1265 | 20-2-1295 | 20-3-1307 | 20-3-1329 | 20-3-1344 | 20-3-1356
§(2)'323' 20-2-1266 | 20-2-1296 | 20-3-1308 | 20-3-1330 | 20-3-1345 | 20-3-1357
fg'324' 20-2-1280 | 20-2-1297 | 20-3-1309 | 20-3-1331 | 20-3-1346 | 20-3-1358
%2-325- 20-2-1286 | 20-2-1298 | 20-3-1320 | 20-3-1332 | 20-3-1347 | 20-3-1359

9. EXTENSIONS - INVESTIGATIONS
The Educator Ethics Review Committee recommended granting an Investigative Extension to
the following 310 cases:

WRITTEN COMPLAINT EXTENSIONS

18-8-207 19-2-1066 19-5-1553 19-6-1897 19-7-105 19-9-375 19-10-597 19-11-790
18-10-567 19-2-1070 19-5-1562 19-6-1898 19-7-106 19-9-376 19-10-599 19-11-796
18-10-570 19-2-1071 19-5-1566 19-6-1899 19-7-107 19-9-381 19-10-608 19-11-798
18-10-579 19-2-1073 19-5-1570 19-6-1900 19-7-118 19-9-383 19-10-609 19-11-799
18-10-592 19-2-1075 19-5-1574 19-6-1903 19-7-128 19-9-390 19-10-614 19-11-800
18-10-595 19-2-1106 19-5-1576 19-6-1906 19-7-138 19-9-392 19-10-618 19-11-802
18-10-599 19-2-1110 19-5-1577 19-6-1907 19-7-140 19-9-400 19-10-619 19-11-805
18-10-605 19-3-1240 19-5-1613 19-6-1908 19-7-141 19-9-407 19-10-623 19-11-808
18-11-653 19-3-1244 19-5-1615 19-6-1915 19-7-142 19-9-420 19-10-630 19-12-813
18-11-662 19-3-1250 19-5-1616 19-6-1922 19-7-144 19-9-422 19-10-632 19-12-822
18-11-665 19-3-1263 19-5-1619 19-6-1929 19-7-154 19-9-424 19-10-646 19-12-838
18-11-666 19-3-1271 19-5-1620 19-6-1930 19-7-160 19-9-435 19-10-657 19-12-839
18-11-675 19-3-1272 19-5-1670 19-6-1931 19-7-163 19-9-447 19-10-660 19-12-840
18-11-686 19-3-1276 19-5-1692 19-6-1934 19-8-186 19-9-450 19-10-661 19-12-841
18-11-694 19-3-1277 19-5-1695 19-7-36 19-8-193 19-9-451 19-10-662 19-12-845
18-11-703 19-3-1278 19-5-1696 19-7-37 19-8-194 19-9-461 19-10-672 19-12-850
18-12-736 19-3-1281 19-5-1700 19-7-38 19-8-213 19-9-464 19-10-674 19-12-851
18-12-739 19-3-1287 19-5-1701 19-7-39 19-8-219 19-9-472 19-10-676 19-12-852
18-12-766 19-3-1289 19-5-1706 19-7-41 19-8-223 19-9-475 19-10-683 19-12-855
19-1-828 19-3-1291 19-6-1746 19-7-42 19-8-226 19-9-478 19-10-689 19-12-857
19-1-849 19-3-1292 19-6-1787 19-7-43 19-8-227 19-9-488 19-11-695 19-12-859
19-1-854 19-3-1293 19-6-1812 19-7-44 19-8-231 19-9-492 19-11-700 19-12-860
19-1-868 19-3-1298 19-6-1814 19-7-56 19-8-242 19-9-499 19-11-701 19-12-866
19-1-869 19-3-1305 19-6-1815 19-7-71 19-8-248 19-9-502 19-11-709 19-12-867
19-1-895 19-3-1312 19-6-1818 19-7-72 19-8-254 19-10-505 19-11-715 19-12-872
19-1-897 19-3-1313 19-6-1821 19-7-82 19-8-258 19-10-516 19-11-717 19-12-873
19-1-903 19-4-1368 19-6-1872 19-7-86 19-8-259 19-10-517 19-11-721 19-12-875
19-1-906 19-4-1376 19-6-1875 19-7-87 19-8-260 19-10-526 19-11-729 19-12-876
19-1-923 19-4-1378 19-6-1877 19-7-89 19-8-261 19-10-527 19-11-741 19-12-879
19-1-941 19-4-1395 19-6-1878 19-7-90 19-8-265 19-10-533 19-11-752 19-12-880
19-1-943 19-4-1400 19-6-1885 19-7-92 19-8-266 19-10-534 19-11-763 20-1-924




WRITTEN COMPLAINT EXTENSIONS
19-1-946 19-4-1402 19-6-1886 19-7-93 19-8-287 19-10-545 19-11-765 20-1-925
19-1-950 19-4-1424 19-6-1887 19-7-94 19-8-309 19-10-557 19-11-775 20-1-927
19-1-953 19-4-1451 19-6-1889 19-7-95 19-8-311 19-10-564 19-11-777 20-1-928
19-1-954 19-4-1452 19-6-1890 19-7-97 19-8-320 19-10-570 19-11-778 20-1-929
19-1-956 19-4-1478 19-6-1891 19-7-98 19-8-321 19-10-572 19-11-779 20-1-930
19-1-961 19-4-1502 19-6-1892 19-7-100 19-8-324 19-10-573 19-11-785 20-1-931
19-1-963 19-4-1532 19-6-1893 19-7-102 19-9-352 19-10-589 19-11-787
19-2-1041 19-4-1545 19-6-1896 19-7-103 19-9-373 19-10-596 19-11-789

10. APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATION REPORT

The Educator Ethics Review Committee recommended to approve a no probable cause
determination on 18 cases reflected on the Applications for Certification Report.

11. FINAL DECISIONS BY OPERATION OF LAW

The Commission reviewed the report, which advised of 8 cases now closed without an appeal for
a hearing before an Administrative Law Judge.

12. FINAL DECISIONS RENDERED BY AN ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE

The Commission reviewed the report, which advised of 310 cases now closed without an appeal
for a hearing before an Administrative Law Judge.

EERC
CASE Educator ORIGINAL SANCTION ALJ SANCTION REC_OMMEND
14733 Tara Michelle Bolton Revocation Revocation Accept

B. Educator Preparation Standing Committee

Committee Chair, Diane McClearen, presented the report of the Educator Preparation Standing

Committee.

The Committee recommends the following approval actions.

EPP

March 2020 Detailed
Approval Recommendations

Okefenokee RESA

The Committee recommends Continuing Approval for
the Educator Preparation Provider and the following
four Educator Preparation Programs reviewed during
the Fall 2019 Continuing Approval Review.

e (Georgia Teacher Alternative Preparation

Program (GaTAPP)

e Gifted Infield Endorsement

e K-5 Mathematics Endorsement

e Teacher Support and Coaching Endorsement




March 2020 Detailed
EPP Approval Recommendations

The Committee also recommends a Progress Report
due on September 14, 2020 to address the Areas for
Improvement cited in the Site Visitor Report.

The Committee recommends agreeing with the
Evaluation Review Panel recommendation that while
incremental progress is evident in the November 19,
2019, Progress Report, the Not Met Standard, the
Stipulations and Areas for Improvement remain. The
Committee recommends the submission of a Progress
Report due on June 15, 2020, demonstrating the EPP’s
ability to disaggregate and interpret data for decision
making and program improvement.

2. Clayton State University

Chair Sirmans called for approval of the Educator Preparation / Certification Report as presented
by Chair McClearen.
PSC ACTION: Approved

VIIl. RULES
Anne Marie Fenton presented asked the Commissioners if they had any questions regarding the
rules that were presented during the work session. Hearing none, she presented the motion.

RULES ADOPTION

MOTION: (Derek Townsend/Beth Townsend): To (1) repeal the current rules in Chapter 505-
2- Certification, effective July 1, 2020, as follows: 505-2-.10, 505-2-.11, and 505-2-.18; (2) repeal
the current rules and reserving the rule numbers in Chapter 505-2- Certification, effective July 1,
2020, as follows: 505-2-.54, 505-2-.55, 505-2-.56, 505-2-.60, 505-2-.61, 505-2-.62, 505-2-.63,
505-2-.64, 505-2-.68, 505-2. 69, 505-2-.70, 505-2-.71, 505-2-.72, 505-2-.73, 505-2-.74, 505-2-.75,
505-2-.76, 505-2-.77, 505-2-.78, 505-2.79, 505-2-.80, 505-2-.84, 505-2-.85, 505-2-.86, 505-2-.87,
505-2-.88, 505-2.89, 505-2-.90, 505-2-.91, 505-2-.94, 505-2-.95, 505-2-.96, 505-2-.97, 505-2-.98,
505-2.99, 505-2-.100, 505-2-.101, 505-2-.102, 505-2-.106, 505-2-.107, 505-2-.108, 505-2.109,
505-2-.110, 505-2-.111, 505-2-.112, 505-2-.113, 505-2-.114, 505-2-.118, 505-2.119, 505-2-.120,
505-2-.121, 505-2-.122, 505-2-.123, 505-2-.124, 505-2-.125, 505-2-.126, 505-2-.127, 505-2-.128,
505-2.129, 505-2-.130, 505-2-.131, 505-2-.132, 505-2-.133, 505-2-.134, 505-2-.135, and 505-2-
.136, (3) adopt the current rules in Chapter 505-2- Certification, effective July 1, 2020, as follows:
505-2-.10, 505-2-.11, 505-2-.18, and 505-2-.57; (4) amend the current rules in Chapter 505-3-
Educator Preparation Rules, effective April 15, 2020, as follows: 505-3-.01, and 505-3-.05; (5)
repeal the current rules in Chapter 505-3- Educator Preparation Rules, effective April 15, 2020, as
follows: 505-3-.47, and 505-3-.89; and (6) adopt the current rules in Chapter 505-3- Educator
Preparation Rules, effective April 15, 2020, as follows: 505-3-.47, and 505-3-.89.

PSC ACTION: Approved



The Educator Preparation rules adopted today will become effective April 15, 2020. The
certification rules adopted today will become effective July 1, 2020.

RULES INITIATION

MOTION: (Beth Townsend/Catherine Jones): To (1) amend the current rules in Chapter 505-2-
Certification, effective July 1, 2020, as follows: 505-2-.03, 505-2-.05; 505-2-.08, 505-2-.09, 505-
2-.45, 505-2-.46, 505-2-.87, 505-2-.90, 505-2-.145, 505-2-.147, and 505-2-.148; (2) repeal the
current rules in Chapter 505-2- Certification, effective July 1, 2020, as follows: 505-2-.10, 505-2-
.11, 505-2-.24, 505-2-.26, 505-2-.32, 505-2-.39, 505-2-.42, and 505-2-.153; (3) initiate the current
rules in Chapter 505-2- Certification, effective July 1, 2020, as follows: 505-2-.10, 505-2-.11, 505-
2-.24,505-2-.26, 505-2-.32, 505-2-.39, 505-2-.42, and 505-2-.153; and (4) amend the current rules
in Chapter 505-3- Educator Preparation Rules, effective July 1, 2020, as follows: 505-3-.01, 505-
3-.05, 505-3-.66, and 505-3-.112; (5) repeal the current rules in Chapter 505-3- Educator
Preparation Rules, effective July 1, 2020, as follows: 505-3-.13, and 505-3-.14; and (6) initiate the
current rules in Chapter 505-3- Educator Preparation Rules, effective July 1, 2020, as follows:
505-3-.13, and 505-3-.14.

PSC ACTION: Approved

IX. ADJOURNMENT

Our next meeting will be held on Thursday, April 9, 2020, at 200 Piedmont Avenue, 4™ Floor
Boardroom, Atlanta, Georgia. The Educator Ethics Review Committee will meet at 9:30 am and
the Educator Preparation/Certification Standing Committee meeting will not meet in April. Chair
Sirmans called for the meeting to be adjourned at 1:10 p.m.

PSC ACTION: Approved




