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Background of Certificate Changes in Georgia: 

· Programs used for certificate level upgrades must be in fields for which the GaPSC issues certification; and
· Degree programs must be advanced AND NOT LEAD TO INITIAL CERTIFICATION in the state in which the out of state institution is administratively based. Both advanced education degrees and content degrees (Biology or English, for example) may be used for an infield upgrade. 

Rule 505-2-.41 requires out-of-state institutions to meet at least one of the following criteria:
· In lieu of GaPSC approval, the institution must be accredited by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) , by the Teacher Education Accreditation Council (TEAC), or by The Council for Accreditation of Educator Preparation (CAEP) at the time the individual is admitted to the program; or
· The institution must hold a Carnegie Classification of Research University-Very High Research Activity (RU/VH) or Research University-High Research Activity (RU/H) at the time the individual is admitted to the program.
For more information about Rule 505-2-.41 please see http://www.gapsc.com/Rules/Current/Certification/505-2-.041.pdf
.

Georgia educators have access to a resource which greatly enhances their ability to acquire information concerning In-Field upgrades. This new web-based tool, the Certification Upgrade Advisor, allows educators to search and quickly see which programs from specific institutions will be accepted by GaPSC as an In-Field upgrade. This assures both the candidate and the institutions that a program will result in an In-Field upgrade upon completion and the commensurate pay increase, if applicable. GaPSC will maintain records for each search so that documentation is maintained for Georgia educator certificate holders.  The Certification Upgrade Advisor may be found at http://www.gapsc.com/Commission/policies_guidelines/UpgradeUtility/Upgrade_Initial.aspx .

 Criteria used to make In-Field upgrade decisions may be found at http://www.gapsc.com/Commission/policies_guidelines/Downloads/Criteria_for_In-field_Certificate_Upgrades.pdf 

Out of state institutions who meet the criteria listed above who wish the GaPSC to include programs which are accepted for an infield upgrade should take the following steps: 

1. Complete an Excel document with the following headings: 

	Degree Title
	Area of Concentration, if any (included on the transcript)
	URL where more information can be found



2. Send the Excel document to the attention of Dr. Bobbi Ford at bobbi.ford@gapsc.com.

3. Dr. Ford will respond within 15 business days to notify you of receipt of document.


4. Programs will be reviewed and added to the Advisor for your review within 45 business days.

5. You will review the programs and their alignment to Georgia Certification fields and notify Dr. Ford of any adjustments. 

6. You will agree to participate, or select a designee to participate in semi-annual reviews and updates to your programs listed in the Advisor.

Should you have further questions, please contact Dr. Ford at the email listed above. 
